4 2 
2 
PAS. 
* Vs 


7 
7 
A 


| N 1 Preached at the | | i - 
ANNIVERSARY MEETINF e 
GS ])( - 
| | $0Ns & de CLERGY, 


- 
, 
* 4 
* 
o 7 
— 5 | 
* 
5 a 
* 
- 
* . | 
„ : | 
„ 
- 
- 
4 * | 
— 
” 
” | | | 
= 
+ * 
, - ; | 
* 
p * * 
— > ; . | 
= - | | 
. 
” | | 
1 n ys pt o N | 
* - x 
A = a 4 5 
* - 
. 
- ey , 
* 3 ; 7 
4 * * 
1 1 


$ 
* 


— 


r 


. 
— "a - - 
Pa l 
* - 5 A 
« #* * 4 4 
. A 9 * - .- \ 
: 3A 4 
» 75 * 8 4 g 
* # 3 Sw = " X * | 
4 : o 
” £ * * on wb E 
-» Ten 9 HL 
* * . 6 
o Ay 4 5 2 6 4 : 
» 4 w: þ% Y & A 1 7 
! % . WYt 
a # 1 * 0 
" — x we e $7.35, 7 7 9 . 
| $1 CI AAS 
/ * 
l 14 4 1 :; 
5 e 4» : 
. * 5 FRA — 
* 1 - 
o 1 * * 1 74 
L a} _—_ N : / 
» K* * N . 
* N A * 1 
. I N 5 
r 
„ | 
2 | 
* : 
* 
N 
* 
. 
o 
5 
* * 
** 
* 
| 1 
. 
> 
* 
* 
\ Þ 
* 
* 
. 
. 
* 
| — Fa 
8 
** — — — * a iid. N nm —— — — — * N ** 1 ow : 2 . 0 
oP — . * N * | | 
” \ * | N . 
" 


. 
* 
. 


8 5 — ——— — 


A 


8 E R M O N 


Preached at the 


ANNIVERSARY MEETING 


OF THE 
n of the CL E R G Y, 
” IN THE ; 
Cathedral charch of 80 1. U L, 
On rn URS DAV, Mar 9, 1776. 


By BEILBY b.. Wee 
Now Log Bisnoe of CHESTER. | 


„ — 


To which is ; added, 

A LIST o the ſeveral Amounts ariſing from the CoLLECTLIONS 
made at the ANNIVERSARY MEETING of the Sons of the CLERGY, 
ſince the Vear 1721. 
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For the late Feaſt of the Sons of he CLERGY, 


MW T om 
8 E R 1 $4 5 
\Preached « and Publiſhed at their Requeſt, 
IS INSCRIBED, 
By their moſt faithful, 


and obedient Servant, 


BEILBY PORTEUS. 
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2 KINGS, iv. 1. 


'Tay SERVANT MY HUSBAND 1S DEAD, AND THOU KNOW- 


EST THAT THY SERVANT DID FEAR THE LORD, AND 
THE CREDITOR 1s COME TO TAKE UNTO HIM | MY TWO ᷑ 
RE To BE BOND-MEN, 


| a] HE unhappy ſufferer, who makes this moſt mov- 


ing complaint, was the widow of one of the ſons 
of the prophets, whoſe diſtreſs Eliſha immediately 


N by the miraculous increaſe of f her pot of oil. It 


will not be eaſy to find in any writer, ſacred or profane, 


2 more piteous ſtory, or a caſe more applicable to the 


occaſion of the preſent meeting. I cannot therefore do 


better than leave it upon your minds in that conciſe and 
affecting ſimplicity in which it is here related, whilſt I 


proceed to recommend the diſtreſſed widows and children 


of the e Engliſh clergy t to your benevolent een 


Tur 


E 
Tur nature and deſign of the ſeveral charitable inſtitu- 
tions, which have now brought us together, are, I preſume, 
ſo well underſtood in this place, that there can be no need 
to take up any of your time in explaining them. The 
generous ſupport they have hitherto met with demands our 
molt grateful acknowledgements ; and in order to keep this 


friendly diſpoſition towards us alive and warm in your 


n I ſhall e to "IOW: wn the en, of the 
| Church 


But it may not perhaps be zenerally known that there are three dilin@? 
ſocieties formed for the benefit of the indigent widows and children of the 


; clergy, and all cloſely connected with each other. 
Tu he firſt and principal is, The Corporation for the Relief of th poor . 


dotos and Children of Clergymen, eſtabliſhed by charter in the reign of king 
Charles the ſecond. The funds of this charity are employed cms hs in 


giving penſions to the widows of the clergy. 


Ihe ſecond, which aroſe not long after, is The Society of the 2 of the 
Sons of the Clergy, conſiſting of the company annually aſſembled under 


that name at St. Paul's Church and Merchant Taylor's Hall. The money 
collected at thoſe two places is wholly expended i in apprenticing out the 
children of neceſſitous clergymen. The expences of the muſic and the 
feaſt are generouſly defrayed by the ſtewards of that ſociety. 
The third is The Society of | Stewards and Subſcribers for maintaining and 
edycating the poor Orphans of Bs Clergy till of Age to be put Apprentices. . 
This ſociety was formed in the year 1749. It is compoſed of thoſe 


who have been ſtewards of the former ſociety, and any others who chuſe 


to become members of it. It is ſupported by annual ſubſcriptions of one 
guinea each, and maintains two ſchools, one for boys, and the other for 
girls, in which the orphans of the clergy are educated till they are of 
ſufficient age to go out to apprenticeſhips, 

[t might be of uſe if a ſhort and clear account of theſe ſocieties was 
printed in a ſmall tract, deſcribing their nature and deſign, together with 


the proper time and method of applying to them for relief, and the perſons | 


to > whom ſuch application ſhould be made. 
* 


| [296-1 
Church of England have, both on account of their public 
ſervices, and (with reſpect to too large a part) their private ne- 
ceſſities, a peculiar claim to your kind attention and aſſiſtance. 


Ir we go back to the early ages of Chriſtianity, our own 
Eccleſiaſtics had their ſhare with others of the ſacred order 
in firſt introducing the light of the Goſpel into this coun- 
try; and in facrificing to its advancement their eaſe, their 
health, their fortunes, their lives. When in after-times, 
by a variety of concurrent cauſes, this kingdom was, in 
common with all its neighbours, overwhelmed with the 
moſt deplorable darkneſs and 1 gnorance; and when that ſtu- 
pendous fabric of popiſh tyranny and ſuperſtition was, like 
another Babel, raiſed up, with incredible art and diligence, 
to the very ſkies ; yet ſtill the Chriſtian clergy i in general, 
and ours amon g the reſt, were of no ſmall benefit to the 
community. It is acknowledged by an hiſtorian, who has 
never betrayed any partiality to our order, that in the period 
we are ſpeaking of, the profeſſion and (let me add) the diſ- 
poſition of the churchmen, averſe to arms and violence, 
tempered the general turn to military enterprizes, and 
maintained, even amidſt the ſhock of arms, thoſe ſecret 
links without which it is impoſlible for human ſociety to 

ſubſiſt®. Nay, even many privileges of the order that were 
juſtly looked upon with a Jealous eye, yet proved, in thoſe 
turbulent 


=. Hanes Hiſt, of England, Hen, III. vol. ii. 9. 10, edits 44. 1762. 
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turbulent ages, a check to the deſpotiſm of our monarchs, 
and at the ſame time kept the community from falling to 
pieces by the factions and quarrels of the nobles. And it 
ought never to be forgotten, that for what we call our MA 
CHART A, that firſt foundation (as it is generally held to he) 
of our free conſtitution, we are principally indebted to the 
eloquence, the ſpirit, and the activity of an Engliſh primate *, 
aſſiſted and ſupported by almoſt the Whole body of his 


clergy. It is true indeed, in other reſpects the conduct of 


our Eceleſiaſtics was not always ſo irreproachable as might 
have been wiſhed; for they muſt needs partake in ſome 

degree of the corruption and barbarity which then generally 
prevailed. Vet great numbers of them did notwithſtand- 
ing preſerve themſelves pure and undefiled from the vices 
of the age, and were exemplary in their manners, tempe- 
rate, charitable, meek and heavenly- minded. Their cloyſters 
were a retreat not merely, as is commonly ſuppoſed, for the 


idle and didoluce, but for the "fo the afflicted, the 
penitent 


** STEPHEN LAN rox, archbimop of Santerwiey; „a man whoſe 
memory, ſays the hiſtorian aboye· mentianed, qught always to he reſpected 


by the Engl” Vol. i. p. 382. 


In the ollowing reign the abbots and prelates were very inſtrumentat 


in obtaining the ſame ſecurity from Hen. III. and they endeavoured to 
guard againſt all future violations of it by a moſt tremendous ceremony, 
They ſtood round the GREAT CHARTER, whilſt it was read in parliament, 
with burning tapers in their hands, and denounced the ſentence of exe | 


communication againſt eyery one that ſhould thenceforth dare to infringe 
that fundamental law. 5 vol. li. E 2 55 9 
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penitent and the devout. They afforded ſupport to all the 
neighbouring poor, and in thoſe days of lawleſs violence, were 


extremely uſeful as places of refuge and ſecurity to the de- 


fenceleſs and the weak. In them too were depoſited many 
of thoſe precious remains of antiquity which we now peruſe 
with ſo much delight, and which, had it not been for the 
protection they found in religious houſes, would in all 
probability have periſhed by the hands of thoſe barbarians 
that ſpread ruin and deſolation over Europe. In theſe 


peaceful ſanctuaries, the leiſure and tranquillity, which the 
monks enjoyed, enabled them not only to record (however 


uncouthly) the tranſactions of their own times, but to 
tranſoribe the compoſitions of former and more valuable 

writers. Nor was this the only object of their attention. 
They found time to cultivate even ſome of the finer arts. 
Thoſe ſublime powers of harmony, which have been this 
very day ſo nobly and laudably exerted in the cauſe of che 
fatherleſs and the widow, owe their birth in this country 
to monaſtic diligence and ingenuity. Both the theory and 
the practice of muſic were firſt ſtudied and tau ght here, 


and 1 in other parts of Europe, by the regular clergy ;* and 


what is now the delight and amuſement of all ranks of 
people, was originally the offspring of religion, and appro- 
priated ſolely to the purpoſe of an nimating devotion, nd. 


2 "a "= $ +79 7 4 1 ©. 'F v4.7 8. A - , 1 , 1 iv 


® See 81 John Hawkins's s very valuable Hi tary 7 My . ene 
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101 
giving dignity and ſolemnity to the ſervice of the church. 
The monks drew up a large number of treatiſes on this 


ſubject, which, notwithſtanding the barbariſm of the times, 


were written with great perſpicuity, method, and preciſion; 


and they had ſeminaries of young people under their care, 


whom they inſtructed in the rudiments of this ſcience, 


Libraries were alſo formed in all the monaſteries, and 
ſchools founded in them and near moſt-of the cathedrals, 
for teaching the literature of the times.“ And thus was 


learning kept alive at leaſt, though in a very languid ſtate, 
till the art of printing was found out. Even that moſt 


uſeful art itſelf was, according to the opinion of ſome 


arned men, which ſeems to be well founded, firſt brought 
into our iſland by the care and generoſity of an Engliſh 


primate. 'In the reſtoration of letters, which quickly 


followed, the Ecclefiaſtics took the lead, and contributed 
more. than any other ſet of men to introduce a true. taſte 


for every branch of polite and uſeful learning into this 


country, 


* Vide Meſbemii Ep. Eccleſ. fec. vi. . par. 2. c. L. p. 237% 


+ ARCHBISHOP BOURCHIER ; who perſuaded Henry VI. to furniſh one 
Mr. Robert Furnour with a thouſand marks (towards which the arch- 
biſhop contributed three hundred,) and to ſend him privately to Harlem, | 


in company with Caxton, in order to fetch from thence the new-invented 


art of printing; which he did accordingly, by bringing over to England 
Frederick Corſellis, one of the compoſitors at Harlem. Sce Bizg: aph. 
Britann. art. BOURCHIER. Dr. Middleton indeed and others have endea- 
voured ta diſproye the truth of this ſtory ; F2 but their moſt material objec- 

tions to it have been well anſwered by Mr. Meerman in his very curious 
and learned work entitled G Typegrapbice, vol. 11. 
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country. From that period to the preſent, they Loo oo 


ways made a. diſtinguiſhed figure in the whole circle of 


ſciences and arts; their writings have ever ranked amongſt 


the pureſt of their times; and let the occafion excuſe me 


if I add, (the proofs of what 1 ſay are before the world) 


that our profeſſion is at this very day adorned by men, who 


in genius, learning, judgement, taſte, and elegance of com- 
poſition, have few if any ſuperiors. 


Wuoxvrx then is a friend to literature and the fine arts, 
muſt be a friend to the Englith clergy, and will chearfully 
contribute to the relief of that order which has ſo largely 
contributed to his information and amuſement. But they 
have till more ſubſtantial ſervices than theſe to plead. 
To them you ſtand principally indebted, not only for the 
reſtoration of letters, but the revival of true religion. For 

although the firſt oppoſition made here to the uſurpations of 
the Church of Rome took its riſe from the paſſions of an 
impetuous prince, yet the work of reformation itſelf was 


undoubtedly begun, carried on, and compleated by the 


hands of the Engliſh clergy. In this glorious cauſe they 
wrote with irreſiſtible ſtrength of argument, and ſuffered 
with invincible fortitude of mind. To their labours, their ; 
piety and learning, their judgement and moderation, you 
owe that pure mode of worſhip, and that excellent form 
of 3 prayer you now enjoy; the conſtant uſe of 
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which in the Church of England has undoubtedly been of 


infinite ſervice to the people of this kingdom. And when, 
at a ſubſequent period, our religious as well as civil liberties 
were in the moſt imminent danger of being deſtroyed by 
the intemperate zeal of a bigotted and deſpotic monarch, 
then again did the clergy courageoully ſtep forth in defence 


of both. From them originated one of the very firſt par- 
liamentary checks to the violences of James II.“ By their 


excellent diſcourſes and writings againſt popery, the people 
were firſt rouſed to a juſt abhorrence of that dangerous 


ſuperſtition. By their decent, yet manly firmneſs, in 
ſupporting their invaded rights, the reſt of the nation was 
Inſpired with a fimilar reſolution to reſiſt the precipitate 


and unconſtitutional meaſures of an infatuated court ; and 
throughout the whole of that memorable and glorious 


tranſaction, their behaviour was at once ſo prudent and 
intrepid, ſo ſuitable to their profeſſion, and ſo friendly to 
the righteous cauſe of genuine liberty and pure religion, that 


they received one of the higheſt and moſt flattering rewards 
| with 


Henry Compton, biſhop of London, in the name of his brethren, 


made a motion in the Houſe of Lords to take into conſideration King 


James's famous ſpeech in the ſecond ſeſſion of parliament, in which he 


| ſignified his intention of diſpenſing with the Teſt- acts. The biſhop's 
motion was carried. Hume's Hiſt, vol. vi. p. 390.—1 have referred to this 


hiſtorian all along for no other reaſon than becauſe his teſtimony, when 
given in favour of the clergy (whom he ſincerely hated) is unexceptionable, 


+ To the ſame eminent perſons we owe the ſubverſion of the whole 


ſyſtem of Atheiſtic Philoſophy, from its very foundations. See the Biſhop 7 | 
Litchfield's Sermons, —S, i. p. 23. 
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with which a Britiſh ſubje& can be honoured, the unani- 
mous thanks of the Commons of Great-Britain in parlia- 


ment aſſembled.* 


THzxss, perhaps it will be ſaid, though important, are 
paſt ſervices, and are calculated to prove, not what we our- 
ſelves, but what our predeceſſors have done for the public. 


Yet ſurely they are reaſons for eſteeming the order in gene- 


ral, for bearing teſtimony to the merits of thoſe who have : 


formerly adorned it, and for exerciſing every act of kindneſs 


and humanity towards the perſons. who ſucceed them in 
their miniſtry. And even theſe, we hope, have ſomething 5 
to plead in their behalf. They have not, we truſt, mate- 


rially departed from the principles of their anceſtors. The 
Engliſn clergy, we do not ſcruple to ſay, are ſtill zealouſly 2 


attached to the intereſts of virtue and religion; are ſtill, in 


general, faithful, diligent, and regular in the diſcharge of 
their ſacred functions. T hey are ſtill ſincere friends to real 
canſtitutional freedom; and the very ſame love of it, which at 
the Revolution led them to refuſe a ſlaviſn and unlimited 
obedience to the illegal mandates of arbitrary power, in- 
duces them now to promote, both by their doctrine and = 
their example, that dutiful reſpect and conſcientious ſub- 


miſſion to all lawful authority, which the Goſpel moſt 
peremptorily enjoins; the extreme want of which i is at pre- 
ſent 


* Tournals of the Houſe of Commons, February 1, 1688. 


e GO” > 
ſent but too viſible, and yet without which no true liberty 
can long ſubſiſt. But although, on theſe grounds, they 
have judged it expedient to throw their weight into the 


ſcale of government, yet they have done this without any 
unbecoming vehemence or heat; and amidſt all the violent 
diſſenſions which have lately agitated this kingdom, they 
have, as a body, conducted themſelves with a degree of . 
prudence, temper, mildneſs and moderation, which muſt 
do them no ſmall credit in the eyes of every unprejudiced 
obſerver. And that, in other reſped 8 their talents, their 
learning and their morals, are ſuch as have gained them 
general approbation and eſteem, may be collected from 
this ſingle circumſtance; that when you want to find out 
proper inſtructors for your children, you naturally turn : 
; your thoughts to the clergy; a and it 1s in their hands, in 
their houſes, you chuſe to place whatever you hold moſt 
dear and valuable in the world. To them, in ſhort, has 
long been, and ſtill is, confided that moſt important truſt, 
the education of youth; a truſt, which it is no vain boaſt | 
to tay, they have diſcharged with Sdelity and ability.“ 
Under 


* How well qualified they are for this employment, has been fully 
ſhewn by a conſummate judge of the ſubject of education, in the Dialogues 
on the Uſes of Foreign Travel. 1/2 Ed, Dial. 2. p. 183. The attentive 
peruſal of theſe inimitable dialogues is ſtrongly recommended to all thoſe 
who prefer a foreign univerſity to our own, or who ſuffer their ſons to 
ramble over Europe at an early and moſt dangerous period of life, not only 


without a clerical enen, but even ener without any governour 
at all. 
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Under their direction, the ſchools and univerſities of this 


kingdom have acquired an acknowledged ſuperiority over 
all the other ſeminaries of Europe. In their colleges have 
been formed moſt of thoſe great and illuſtrious characters 


that have contributed to the glory and proſperity of this 


country: and even among that large number of perſons here 


preſent, there are few, I apprehend, who have not, at ſome 


period of their lives, derived conſiderable benefit from the 


inſtructions of our order. 


Turse known: and undeniable facts are, we conceive, very 
unequivocal proofs. of our good conduct and good eſtima- 
tion; and ought. greatly to outweigh all thoſe unmerited 


calumnies which are fo often thrown both upon the order 


in general, and the individuals of which it is compoſed, 
by thoſe who know very little of either.“ That there are 


in ours, as in every other profeſſion, ſeveral unworthy 
members, it is in vain to deny; and where can be the 


wonder, if in ſo very numerous a ſociety ſome _—_ 


„ Tpbe rule (ye! a great and good prelate) which moſt of our adver- 
<« farics'ſcem to have ſet themſelves: is, to be at all adventures as bitter as 
£6 they can; and they follow it not only beyond truth, but beyond proba» 
« bility ; aſſerting the very worſt things of us without foundation, and 
<« exaggerating every thing without mercy z imputing the faults, and ſome- 
os times imaginary faults of particular perſons, to the whole order; and 
ee then declaiming againſt us all promiſcuouſly with ſuch wild vehemence, 
5 as, in any cafe but ours, they themfelves would think in the higheft 
degree oruel and unjuſt,” Secker's Charges, p. 5. 
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ſhould be found? - But take the whole in one colleQive 


view, and it may with the greateſt truth be affirmed, that 
you will no where find, either in ancient or modern times, 


a body of more than ten thouſand perſons, ſituated in the 
midſt of a populous, rich, commercial, luxurious kingdom, 
ſurrounded with every temptation, and every danger to 
| which virtue can be expoſed, whoſe morals are ſo blameleſs, 

and ſo little injured by the general contagion, as thoſe of 
the Engliſh clergy. With reſpect to that part of them, 
more eſpecially, whoſe families (when they themſelves ſhall 
be no more) will probably want the protection of this 
charity, it is but juſtice to them to ſay, that their conduct 
renders them worthy of every act of kindneſs which their 
poverty may require. Contented, humble, modeſt, patient 
and laborious, their lives are divided between fulfilling the 
duties of their profeſſion and ſtruggling with the difficulties 


of their ſituation. Nay, it is to their virtue chiefly that 


theſe very diſtreſſes are owing. They are formed with the 
ſame paſſions and propenſities as other men ; and were 
they as little ſcrupulous about the means of gratifying 
them as others too commonly are; had they adopted that 
very commodious ſyſtem of .modern ethics, which ranks 
hypocriſy and adultery amongſt the requiſites of a good 
education, there would certainly be no need for us ever to 
become your petitioners for their widows and children. 
But as they have been trained up in a religion which requires 
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7) 
unblemiſhed purity of manners and of heart, they think 
themſelves bound to keep within the limits preſcribed by 


| their heavenly Maſter, and to allow themſelves no gratifi- 
cations but thoſe which he has pronounced lawful and 
Honourable. Hence they are often induced to contract 


early marriages, and find themſelves ſurrounded by a nu- 


merous family before they are provided with the means of 
| ſupporting them. At the ſame time they are expected to 
5 live creditably, and to maintain a decent hoſpitality amongſt 
; their neighbours. To them the poor, the ſick, the diſtreſſed 
part of their flock, naturally look up, as their chief refuge 


and ſupport; and in ſome ſmall villages (if you except 


parochial relief) the miniſter of the pariſh is almoſt the 
only reſource they have. Theſe demands he is commonly 
inclined to anſwer. to the utmoſt of his power. Perhaps 


too he may have the misfortune of a little taſte for books, 
which is not indulged without expence; and from his 


acquaintance with the beſt and pureſt writers of antiquity, 
as well as from the habits and connections of his early 
years, he may have acquired ſentiments and feelings far 
beyond the ſtraitneſs of his circumſtances and the humility 
of his condition. Hence, beſides the large ſums which he 
is often obliged to expend on the neceſſary repairs of his 


parſonage, he may poſſibly be induced to add a few con- 
veniences to it : he may even be tempted, by the natural 


beauties of his ſituation, to expend more in improving and 
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adorning his little territories, and in rendering them com- 


fortable and delightful to himſelf and thoſe that follow him, 
than in ſtrict prudence he ought. In a few years his ſons 
mult be ſent to ſchools and univerſities, or to trades and 


profeſſions ; and if perchance he ſhould be ambitious of 


giving his daughters alſo a few uſeful accompliſhments, let 


us pardon him this wrong; it is the only fortune he can 


give them. Theſe expences neceſſarily oblige him 0 


anticipate his narrow income, and to contract, perhaps, a 
conſiderable debt; a load which often lies ſo heavy upon 
his mind, that it brings him prematurely down with forrow 


to the grave. Then it is that his wife and children find 


| themſelves plunged not only in the ſevereſt affliction, but 


in embarraſſments out of which they are utterly unable to 


extricate themſelves. It is then the widow may with but 
too much propriety addreſs herſelf to every one of us in the 


words of the text, THY SERVANT MY HUSBAND Is DEAD, 


AND THOU KNOWEST THAT THY SERVANT DID FEAR THE 
Lok p, AND THE CREDITOR IS COME TO TAKE UNTO HIM 


MY TWO SONS TO BE BOND-=MEN. Her children cannot 
indeed, in this land of freedom, be literally carried into 
bondage; but it is neceſſary, both for their ſubſiſtence and 


| her's, that they ſhould all, in one way or other, be taken 
| away from her, and ſubjected probably to much harſher 


uſage than they had hitherto experienced. The head is 
gone, and the little ſociety is diſſolved; they muſt quit the 
| beloved 
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beloved manſion where they have ſpent their lives, and 


which they have made. fo neat and chearful-at their own 


coſt, perhaps with the labour of their own hands. The 
ſmall remnant of 'books and furniture, that conſtituted all 
their wealth, they ſee diſpoſed of for the benefit of their 


creditors; and then---they have nothing to do but to diſ- 
| . themſelves WE WR to ſeck 8 1425 


In this critical moment it is | chat theſe 0 es- 
bliſhments open their friendly arms to receive them, and ; 
each bears its reſpective part in miniſtering to their neceſſi- 
ties.* The Incorporate Society takes the widow under its 


immediate protection, and allows her a decent penſion ſo. 
long as her condition and her circumſtances continue un- 
changed. be Society of Stewards and Subſcribers, inflituted 
in the year 1749, undertakes the maintenance and education 

of her children till they are of age to be apprenticed ; and 
when they are of fufficient age, The Society of the Feaſt of 


the Sons of the Clergy provides them with proper maſters; 


and puts them into a way of obtaining a comfortable ſub- 


ſiſtence, and becoming uſeful members of ſociety. 


FT uus, you ſee, each of theſe excellent inſtitutions has 
its proper uſe and peculiar department; and all of them 


concur in forming one noble comprehenſive plan of national 


D 2 charity. 
* See the note above, page 6. | 
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charity. But this plan can never be carried into execution 


without the aid of the wealthy and the great. The:Corpora- 


tion has indeed a fund of its own'; but this fund, without 
occaſional donations and benefactions, would be very in- 


adequate to the objects that ſtand in need of its aſſiſtance. 
As to the other two humane ſocieties, one of which educates 
the poor orphans which the other places out in the world ; 
theſe, I ſay, are entirely ſupported by voluntary contributions 
and ſubſcriptions ; and you will not, I am ſure, through an 
 ill-judged parſimony, e SUFFER ANY OF OUR'LITTLE ONES 
bes. 10 PERISH. ** 


> Yer not-withſtanding the apparent utility, and even, 


with no ſmall concern obſerved, that they have for ſome 


time paſt been rather loſing ground than gaining it. For 
this, various this have been aſſigned ; but none, I appre- 


hend, of ſufficient weight to abate any thing of our ardour 

in ſupport of ſuch generous deſigns. It has been thought 

by ſome, that there is now the leſs need for a general con- 

b tribution of this nature for the widows and children of the 
clergy, becauſe there are in particular dioceſes ſeveral local 

5, inſtitutions of the ſame kind. It is true there are, but they 
are not near ſo univerſal as might be wiſhed: they reach 
only, I conceive, to a ſmall {ore of the kingdom, and their 


operation 


* Matth, xviii. 14. 


\ | 
neceſſity, of theſe benevolent foundations, their friends have 


I} 


operation is of courſe confined within a narrow compaſs, 


But were they much more numerous than they are, were 


they even ſpread through every part of the iſland, yet ſtill 
this original parent of them all ought to be preſerved and 
foſtered with religious veneration and care. For the grow- 
ing increaſe of expence in many neceſlary articles of life 
makes a proportionable increaſe in the wants of the poorer 
clergy, which by this means keep pace with the proviſions 
made in their favour; and they can but ill ſpare the loſs 


of any aſſiſtance, whether general or local, which they 


have been accuſtomed to receive. 


Turk is till another circumſtance which may have 


contributed to the decreaſe of our collections, and that is 
the great number of other public charities of various kinds, 


which have of late years been eſtabliſhed in this kingdom. 


And if this is really the caſe, we mult not, we do not, com- 


plain. If others cannot be benefited but by our loſs, we 
ate content. But when we find ourſelves in the very center 


of the richeſt commercial city in the world,* we cannot 


poſlibly entertain the leaſt apprehenſions on this head. In 


any other place, perhaps, there might be room to fear that 
the ſtream of beneficence, when divided into ſeveral new 


channels, might forſake the old. But be theſe channels 
LS 1 


* This ſermon was preached at St, Paul's Church, in the preſence of 
the Lord-mayor, Aldermen, &c, of the city of London, 
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ever ſo numerous, your liberality can fill them all. It is 
inexhauſtible as your wealth, which is daily cot in 


upon you from every quarter of the globe, and can enrich 
and fertilize a vaſt variety of different regions at the ſame 
time. Let then other charities ſpring up in whatever | 


numbers they will; we look not upon them with an envious 


or a jealous eye; we conſider them not as rivals, but as 
ſharers, in your bounty, which is able ts embrace both them 
and us. Far from wiſhing to diſcourage, far from wiſhing 
to depreciate, other benevolent inſtitutions, and to form 
invidious compariſons between them and ours, we fincefely 
wiſh them, on the contrary, all imaginable ſucceſs, in full 
confidence that in a capital like this it will not, it cannot, 
be any obſtruction to our own. You yourſelves are our 
witneſſes, that there are none more ready to countenance 
every humane deſign than the Engliſh clergy.* There is 


hardly one public charity to be named that has not ſome 


of our order amongſt its friends and ſupporters; and if we 


have any gifts of eloquence, any powers of perſuaſion to 


| boaſt, they are always ready at your call to recommend 
9 generous plan that) you think fit to patronize ; your 


ſchools, 


* One very recent and remarkable proof of this ought not to be paſſed 
over in filence, Mr. HETHERINGTON, a private. clergyman, now living, 
gave birth, within theſe few years, to a new and moſt judicious ſpecies 
of charity. He eſtabliſhed an annual proviſion for fifty blind perſons, 


and appropriated to this excellent purpoſe a fund of twenty thouſand ; 


pounds, 
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ſchools, your hoſpitals, your ſick, your priſoners, your poor. 


That aſſiſtance then which we are ever diſpoſed to give, we 


now hope in our turn to receive. Strike out into as many 


different paths of benevolence as you pleaſe; yet deſert not, 


we beſeech you, the old, the tried, the approved one, to 


which you have been ſo long accuſtomed. This charity 


das always been your favourite child; it has been born and 
| bred amongſt 3 you ; you have hitherto nurſed and cheriſhed 

: it with the tendereſt care; do not now abandon it to the 
wide world, where it is not yet Arong enough to make its 
Way without # hap help. 


| You have ſeen, 1 truſt, upon the whole, that they for 


whoſe families we beg relief ARE WORTHY FOR WHOM | 


vob SHOULD DO THIS : 4 that thoſe on whom they de- 


pended for ſupport, and 'whoſe help they have loft, were, 


both by profeſſion and by principle, moſt uſeful members 


of ſociety ; and yet were unable to leave their children any 


other inheritance than that of extreme poverty, aggravated 


by the remembrance of happier days, and by minds ſuſcep- 
tible of the keeneſt feelings. May theſe conſiderations | 
have their due influence on your hearts! And may we, 


my reverend brethren, never forget that it is in our power, 


bye our future conduct, to give theſe conſiderations whatever | 


wel ight 


Including the three different branches of it above-mentioned, p. 6. 
| + Luke vii. 4. 


1 24 J 
weight we think fit! If woe do not give them all we can; 
if, in proportion as we ſtand more in need of public favour, 


we do not redouble our endeavours to deſerve it; by a 
diſcreet inoffenſive behaviour and converſation, by reſidence 
on our preferments, by a cloſe attention to the proper 
ſtudies and functions of our profeſſion, by fervent piety, 
by extenſive charity, by meekneſs and humility, by a diſ- 
Intereſted and ardent zeal for the advancement of religion, 


and the ſalvation of mankind ; 1 ſay, by theſe, and 


ſuch like evangelical virtues, we do not ſupport the credit 5 


of our character, and by real uſefulneſs acquire veneration 


and eſteem » we ſhall be no leſs blind to our intereſt, than 
unmindful of our duty both to God and man,* 


®* Sce Auchzithor Seni truly paſtoral Charges ie i * 
which well deſerve the ſerious attention of every ſincere and: conſcientious 


ciergyman, | in every rank of the profeſſion, 


THE END, 
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A Lift of the annual Amount of the Contributions to this Charity 
is ſubjoined from the Year 1721, to the Year 1776 incluſive; 
m order to ſhew the gradual Increaſe and Decline thereof: . 4 
And it is hoped that the benevolent Intention of fo good an 
Inſtitution, by which ſo many valuable Members to Society 
have been raiſed, will never be ſuffered to languiſh, but on 
the contrary go Hand in Hand with the Liberality of the 
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Times. 
I. 8. 4. | . 1. 8. D d. 
1721 — 330 16 o 1749 — 9835 12 6 
1722 — 328 16 o {| 1750 — 1134 14 ©O- 
%%% 0 %%/ ꝶͤffffT 
1724 — 566 10 o 1732 — 1101 18 6 
1725 — 630 5 o 1733 — 1063 2 6 
1720 575. 4. 0. 1] 1954 —— 996-8 2 
1727 —— 655 o o || 1755 — 1096 3 6 
F728 wn £793 19. 9 I} 1730 073 133 
UV)) 7 0 1 14 1385. 
1730 — 722 6 4 || 1758 —— 1081 18 7 
1113300 8 3 9 9 
1732 —— 9531 1 3 || 1760 — 1122 8 9 
1733 —— 909 6 © 1761 —— 1096 15 0 
1734 — 1000 3 0 1762 — 836 13 9 5 
21735. — 850 5 3 1763 —— 1224 14 0 
)))) „ 1009 - 2-9: 
1737 — 856 9 7 1765; —— 1207 11 10 
3 -- —— 05 v — 6.5 
1739 — 912 11 3 1767 — 902 19 5 
1740 — 784 1 6 1768 — 935 611 
19741 — 834 2 o 1769 — 803 1 6 
1742 — $60... 6 2 1770 — #76 16 6 
1743. ==. , mn 986; 8-0. 
1744 — 848 16 g || 1572 — goo 5 6 
1745 — 1044 0: 0 I} - 1773. ——= 970. 9.3 
1740 — 9 10 0 % — 942.17 6 
1747 —— 1062 2 o || 1775 — 866 13 3 
1777 — 916 6 6 || 1776 — 869 17 6 


BenefaHions to this Charity will be thankfully received by Mr. 


John Bacon, at the Firſt-Fruits Office, i in the Temple, e TT 
to the Stewards, | = 
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